Global Trade

(The Atlantic Slave Trade & The Columbian Exchange)

Objectives:

Students will be able to speak and write about the beginnings of global trade with emphasis on the Atlantic slave trade, the Columbian Exchange, and the rise of capitalism.

Standards:

OSPI’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 & 5.4

Materials:

Handout (see below)

pictures of slave ship diagram & items involved in the Columbian Exchange

wall map

Procedures:


This lesson is primarily lecture oriented. The teacher will give students the handout (see attached). The handout is a modified version of the notes the teacher uses to instruct this lesson. Students will be able to discuss in pairs and with the class as a whole issues involved around slavery in the past and slavery in the modern day; how items indigenous to one region are now found around the world; how mercantilism led to capitalism; and how capitalism affects us today.

Assessment:

· Formative assessment – The teacher will have the students answer questions about the previous day's lesson.

· Summative assessment – The students will have a written opportunity to show what they have learned covering lessons 4, 5 & 6. This will involve multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions.

Modifications:


If there are students who are having difficulty with the lesson, the students will be able to study the lesson at home since the handout is essentially the teacher's own notes.

Atlantic Slave Trade – Slavery has probably been around since the Neolithic Revolution and beginnings of agriculture. Slavery in Africa increased when Muslim empires shipped Africans to the Middle East. After the Portuguese established colonies in Africa 1400s and after the establishment of European colonies in the Americas, trading in slaves was conducted on a massive scale. Local African rulers would capture people from neighboring groups to sell to European merchants. As natives in the Americas died from disease, Africans were brought in large numbers for their labor. Agriculture grew rapidly as Europeans acquired a taste for products from the Americas, including tobacco, potatoes, maize (corn), chocolate, chile peppers. There were several reasons for using Africans for slave labor. Africans had built up immunities to European diseases through centuries of contact; many Africans already had knowledge of farming; they could not escape since they were on a different continent and couldn’t get home; and their skin color made them stand out if they did.

Triangular Trade - Trade among three regions. Triangular trade occurs when a region has exports that aren’t needed in the region from which its major imports come. A third market is needed for those exports. (see illustration below)
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Export – To ship goods and services out of a region to sell.

Import – To bring goods or services into a region to buy.

Middle Passage – The lower leg of the Atlantic triangular trade (see illustration above) where slaves were shipped from Africa to the Americas. Slaves were packed into ships as cargo. About 20% would die. 

Slaves allowed for the huge agricultural economy in the Americas (e.g. sugar in the Caribbean, cotton in the southern colonies in North America). Africans brought their religions and their music with them (any physical property they may have had was taken away), and contributed to the culture of the Americas. In 1804 slaves successfully revolted in the French colony of Saint-Domingue and named their new republic Haiti.

The Columbian Exchange – The exchange of animals, plants, culture and human populations (including slaves), diseases, and ideas between the eastern and western hemispheres. It was one of the most important events concerning ecology, agriculture, and culture in all of human history. From Africa, Asia & Europe to the Americas: bananas, coffee, rice, sugar cane, wheat; cattle, horses, pigs, sheep; the flu, measles, small pox. From the Americas to Africa, Asia & Europe: chile peppers, chocolate, maize (corn), potatoes, tomatoes; llamas, mink, turkey.

Mercantilism – An economic idea that states that a nation's power depends on its wealth. Gold, silver, and other raw materials were to be imported; and manufactured goods were to be exported. A nation needed to export (sell) more than it imported (bought) to create a favorable balance of trade and would enact policies to protect this balance. Colonies were important since a nation could control their raw materials and not have to buy them from other nations. Mercantilism states:

· That every inch of a nation's soil be used for agriculture, mining or manufacturing. 

· That all raw materials found in a nation, and its colonies, be used in that nation's manufacturing, since finished goods have more value than raw materials. 

· That a large, working population be encouraged. 

· That all export of gold and silver be prohibited. 

· That all imports of foreign goods be discouraged as much as possible. 

· That as much as possible, imports be confined to raw materials that can be turned into manufactured goods. 

· That opportunities be constantly sought for selling a country's surplus manufactured goods to foreigners, for gold & silver. 

· That no importation be allowed if the nation already has those goods. 

Capitalism – An economic system in which the means of production are privately owned and operated for a profit for the owners. With the rise of colonization, the increase in manufacturing in Europe, and more ships and shipping companies to move those goods; merchants were able to exploit that wealth for their investors. 

Although mercantilism and capitalism seem to be opposing economic philosophies, mercantilism is a nationalist form of early capitalism that uses the government to advance national business interests abroad. The nation would impose protectionist policies, such as what goods were allowed to be imported, so merchants in that nation would not have to compete with cheaper goods coming from other nations. That country would find new markets for its merchants to exploit, thus allowing the companies to increase their owners' wealth.

Joint-Stock Company – Similar to today's corporations in which individuals can invest their money and become part owners of a company with limited liability. A company uses that money for growth (e.g. build ships, hire workers). If the company fails, the investor only loses their original investment and are not liable for the company's debt. If the company succeeds, the investor shares in the company's profits. The English colony at Jamestown was the result of a joint-stock company.

